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Who is fashion for?

Light shining from within.

/[jg(/wgw show

febemetsy coty vt Lonk proyebt

&M/h/fé&?S' e - weyven éfwéﬁ/VQS
e &vu//«/gf é‘p&l% 176\1@ Q@f///f/h/gf
\/r/(/ i/l'vvwa/@% yfé/ ~GF Yy wWesyin we ye

Ld',@of@aﬁ w{/{/ svey The entive KVW[/[/

Supported by

. YEIK

o/ B
THE NIPPON

FOUNDATION



FTh3
WL IrHb¥ITHEWVWILD
ENDPVE2VE2WMHELD
w0k B
Ve EpZ iy
ArEBHLID
FltseTarzzr
ADFTHEZZ
100F b Tw(LIic
BADHIEFTES
HEHrOBEFIZHNET L
5B8H8BBH
BYTIHTLWID

pvolect

_chot

-

Sashiok
S$oy

S7Y=YvbrAhArl0Tzst

FTEISAUNBOPOETDODAOKRBEEZOIRREHILEMICELY, FTHFAYTOLRED T TEZTHS,

(FHFAV B E2) DD REEZ IS —JalTFATT AV LTAHAL) . BlLER N BONF UV EFE -T2 0 857D BUbL o FHFAU» (34 EEN 3,
(5TYV=YVbshA(—B¥7782) OREL > TAHLI) IENBONFUEFEC RBICKRBERL 2. 20H2TBFIEVVor?2TCILBR T2 0. EILELLW?
BA LR AL EDBLICTBIE?2VAALIZILIZVI A LALALINZVVER. TEBNLYYbe AN KERLE D!

ABIizfh 37202 hbvn B EHTOLNB Y Y be A RLALBEN LI LE,

SHIEEDERH )V B E T REEDRB T —BICRLT. CABELVB) ERHIF I OB RIC G, SRIEBICI4—NVFEEFTER~ -,

AL TO— 2y TOREREE - AV IDOPRYULTHERICITELIYVbrATRKREH! !



1g keeP weaviag

Let

Lovely Rin-chan Project

From flat to 3D. It is difficult to make human-sized clothes from the very beginning, so consider each design process separately.
<Let’s create a design drawing.> Design a collage of magazine clippings on a flat surface. Next, cut and paste using Saori fabrics
You can create designs beyond your wildest imagination!

<Let’s make Lovely Rin-chan’s costume.> Sewing together Saori fabric. Solving various problems will be fun!

A thousand different Rin-chan are ready. Many colourful Lovely Rin-chan designs were exhibited at the venue for the

2022 Takamatsu City Art Link Project activity report. In the future, Lovely Rin-chan will go global!
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Social welfare corporation, Milky Way Head of facility: Masako Sakaguchi

Milky Way is filled with Saori weaving products that have been created by people with disabilities.
Saori weaving is a free hand weaving technique with no rules.

There is no right or wrong way, no concept of failure.

Milky Way has been engaged with Saori weaving activities for over 20 years since it first opened.

Why did she choose Saori weaving? What was the reason?

We asked the head of facility, Masako Sakaguchi.

— What was your motivation for founding Milky Way ?

It all started when | thought about my daughter’s future, who has intellectual disabilities. She attended a school
for the disabled, but before graduation she became ill and had to be hospitalised. While looking after her in
hospital, | thought about what her life will be like after she is discharged. Considering her condition, | started
looking for activities that | would be able to do with her. At that time, | had an inclination that | wanted to do
something creative together with her. | had always loved making crafts and had done some consignment sales,
so | knew the joy and satisfaction that came with selling something that | had made myself. Whilst remembering
that feeling and my passion for handicrafts, | had the idea of doing something collaboratively with my daughter,
who is good at fine, detailed work. That was the beginning of Milky Way.

— What did you start with first?

The first step was to find a work space. Staying at home and making something together was not enough for my

daughter. | wanted to create a daily cycle of getting up at a certain time, getting ready, going out, working and then
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returning at a certain time - in other words, like commuting to work. To do that, it was necessary to find a work place.

Through an acquaintance, | found a vacant space on the second floor of an okonomiyaki restaurant. Me and my
daughter used it as our base and started doing handicrafts together.

For the first year, we only used a fraction of the materials that | had acquired, so the production costs were free. Later,
some friends of my husband's formed a supporters’ association for 500 yen per membership. Thankfully, 1,200
people have supported our activities in just four years since we started. | feel very moved and grateful to know that
our activities are based on the support of so many kind people. In addition to that, the number of other disabled

people who joined our activities increased little by little and the work place became busier and busier.

— Did you start making Saori weaving after that?

Yes, | did. One day, | decided to hold a sales event and an exhibition of our work for the members of the
supporters' association. At the event, Yoshio Nakano (founder of the National Association for the Development
of the Mentally Disabled) approached us and suggested that we should try Saori weaving. It was the first time

that we had heard of Saori weaving, and then about six months later we visited a Saori weaving factory in Osaka.

— How did you feel when you started Saori weaving?

Initially, just finding a teacher was a challenge. | finally met Hisako Funabashi (former teacher at Kochi National
School for the Disabled and Director of Osaka Saori Hiroba), who taught us how to do Saori weaving. Eventually
when we had made many products, | decided to hold an exhibition. Yet I still didn't have a proper understanding
of the philosophy and brilliance of Saori weaving. In fact, there were many of our works that werent exhibited.
At that time, a visitor to the exhibition said to me, "You have all of these other wonderful pieces? You should

exhibit them all!” Since then, | have started to realise, little by little, the great potential of Saori weaving.
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— What happened to Milky Way after that?

As the number of people working at Milky Way increased there were more safety concerns to consider, so |
decided to move to a new location. | received a generous donation that greatly motivated me to push forward
with Milky Way’s goals and development. The new Milky Way location was in an easy-to-find place on a wide
road, so people with severe disabilities could gain easy access to the site. That made me happy, but | was
worried about being able to protect all the new people if something should happen, so next | decided to
incorporate Milky Way into an official business.

Milky Way has thus cleared one problem at a time. Whenever we try to do something new, new problems arise,
and we have to keep overcoming these new hurdles. | myself am never 100% satisfied with the current situation,

so | think this loop of constant change will continue.

— What is important to you?

There are many things, but the most important thing is to not throw things away. At Milky Way, we take whatever
fabric we can get and turn it into yarn. Nowadays, we receive materials from all over Japan that can be turned
into yarn. Second-hand items are very interesting. There are rare or expensive things we can't usually buy, and
it's fun just to imagine what kind of history the discarded items have. Even if somebody no longer needs
something, it can be transformed into something new that somebody else might want.

Recently, we also had the opportunity to sell a fabric woven by one of our artists, which was then made into a
series of cushions. | was very happy that so many people bought her work, that she got her work out there and
that her family were happy about it too. Unlike mass production, where many people intervene between the
producer and the consumer, our products maintain an intimacy, whereby you can feel the stories and passion

that have gone into the works.
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— Milky Way is still growing. What are your plans for the future?

Originally, Milky Way was just a small project for me and my daughter. | just wanted to create something with
her - it didn’t matter what it was. Even if it was just one origami crane, | would have been satisfied. But thanks
to the many people who are involved with Milky Way, a sense of mission has gradually developed inside me.

A few years ago we also set up a hospice facility where people with disabilities could live. We recognised that these
people also need a place to live when they eventually have to leave their family home. At present, we only accept
women, but in the near future we are planning to open up a new facility that will also accept men as residents.
Someday | would like to create an exhibition space and a sales shop for our Saori weaving activities. | also want
to continue to further promote the spirit of Saori weaving, as a highly artistic craft. | think it is these goals and

ambitions that keep me going.

Social welfare corporation, Milky Way

Established in 1998, Milky Way is a welfare organisation for people with
disabilities. It focusses not only on the day to day care of the members, but also
on encouraging various activities through Saori weaving.

3518-16 Mitani Takamatsu Kagawa

+81-87-840-1600
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The 'Tadayou' show was held to the music of Wasaburo Watanabe.

2nd Feb, 2023 IKODE Kawaramachi
2022 Takamatsu City Art Link Project activity report / 22nd to 26th Feb, 2023

Countless non-woven fabrics were hung from the ceiling and images of Saori weaving were projected all over the entire hall.
Five models and creators from Milky Way walked on the stage. Images were also projected onto the costumes,

highlighting the characteristics of the Saori weaving.
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Five models and creators from Milky Way walked on the stage.

Images were also projected onto the costumes,

highlighting the characteristics of the Saori weaving.
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